
AM 340:73                   Emily Dickinson        Enikő Bollobás
 

This elective course offers an intensive reading experience of America's foremost woman poet.  We 
read 100-200 poems per week, as well as letters written to and by Emily Dickinson.  In addition, 
students will acquaint themselves with the basic claims of the Dickinson criticism.  Discussions will 
cluster around Dickinson as the center of the canon, women's separate spheres, issues of gender and 
sexuality, her visual language and abstract imagery, among others.

 

Syllabus
1. September 23 -- Read poems #1-200

2. September 30 -- Read poems #200-400

3. October 7 -- no class
4. October 14 -- Read poems #400-600

5. October 21 -- Read poems #600-800

6. October 28 -- Read poems #800-1000

7. November 4 -- Read poems #1000-1150

8. November 11 -- Read poems #1150-1300

9. November 18 -- Read poems #1300-1450

10. November 25 -- Read poems #1450-1600

11. December 2 -- Read poems #1600-1775

12. December 9 -- term papers due
13. December 16 -- Wrapping up
 

Course requirements
Students are required to (i) read all the poems assigned for that week (please read with your 
dictionaries); (ii) bring two poems (each) to discuss in class from that week's section that you have 
something to say about; (iii) write a term paper (deadline: December 9!) of ca. 8-10 pages on a topic 
of choice.  Your term paper should not just give readings of individual poems but address critical-
theoretical issues raised in class.  A Packet of Critical Writings has been placed on Reserve in the 
Library: you can use it for background reading as well as research for you term paper.
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